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Ys iR ZEREE ) (Jistening for on-
line tasks)
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5.770% ,Xe BMERET Yo 5 22#95.401%,

S. g
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Abstracts of major papers in this issue

Avidentiality in language, by Hu Zhuanglin, P. 9

Since Boas first reported his observation that a special category of suffix is used to denote the
speaker’s source and certainty of information in a native American language, the topic, evidentia-
lity in lenguage, has drawn the attention of contemporary linguis's and been extended to more
languages today. This paper aims at making a brief survey of the achievements made in the 80s
in general and, describing three influential models as represented by Chafe, Anderson and Willet
in pariticular. Research as such will not only help clarify the nature and function of language but
also deepen our knowledge of social semiotics.

Studies in the direct linear pattern of the English paragraph, by Zeng Lisha, P.20

This paper aims at making an overall study in the direct linear pattern of the English para-
graph. The studies focus on four aspects: 1. The essential feature of the structure of the pattern; 2.
the types of the pattern; 3. the dominant and peripheral relational features in the paragraph deve-
lopment; 4. the potential communicative dynamics in written interaction for the users of English.
The author believes that a probe into the pattern of the English texts enables the learners of English
not only to process the texts dynamically but also to write coherent and effective English com-
position when once they are familiar with the patterns.

Culture and literature: an exploration on the teaching of culture through literature, by
Hu Wenzhong, P.34 )

Literature is a part of culture and as such has always enjoyed great prestige in the teaching of
foreign languages. In this paper the question of how to teach culture through literature is explored
from the point of the view of intercultural communication. The kind of cultural information that
may be extracted from literature includes interpersonal relationships, customs and habits, cultural
connotation of words, no-verbal means of communication and beliefs and values. Inferencing is recom-
mended as a means of helping students tackle difficulties and acquiring information on their own.
A word of warning against mechanically equating literature with reality proceeds advice to give pri-
ority to realist literature in classroom use.

Learning strategies and their relationship to learning achievement in listening comprechen-
sion, by Jiang Zukang, P.51

This is a sub-report on the survey of learner factors whose main report appeared in the issue
93/1. Based on the results of the listening comprehension test and the learning strategies gquestion-
naire data, the study set out to investigate the relationship between the use of learning strategies by
Chinese English majors and the learning achievement of the said students in overall listening skill
and various listening sub-skills. Statistical results showed that functional practice if appropriately em-
ployed could enhance the subjects’ ability in listening comprehension and that the subjects’ listening
comprehension ability was supported not only by listening practice but by reading practice as well.
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